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(57) ABSTRACT

An optical fiber including a multimode core having a radius,
R,, and a maximum relative refractive index, o,,,,+, at a
wavelength A, an inner clad region surrounding the core and
having a radial thickness, T, and a minimum relative refrac-
tive index, A, 1, of about 0.0% at a wavelength of A, and an
outer clad layer, which is doped with chlorine at greater than
or equal to 0.5 weight %, surrounding the inner clad region
and having a radial thickness, T, and a maximum relative
refractive index, A;,,,+, at a wavelength of A,. The optical
fiber satisfies the following relationship:
A raAs A0, and the optical fiber exhibits an over-
filled bandwidth of greater than or equal to about 1.5 GHz-km
at Ag.

20 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
MOATLESS BEND-OPTIMIZED MULTIMODE
FIBER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of priority under 35
U.S.C. §119 of U.S. Provisional Application Ser. No. 62/016,
707 filed on Jun. 25, 2014 the contents of which are relied
upon and incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present disclosure relates generally to optical fibers,
and particularly to bend insensitive optical fibers comprising
a low index of refraction region therein.

2. Technical Background

Glass optical fibers with improved bend loss properties
have recently been of significant interest in the telecommu-
nications field. Techniques for improving fiber bending prop-
erties can play important roles in many types of fibers, includ-
ing transmission fibers used in long distance, multimode
fibers used in the emerging area of fiber to the home applica-
tions, and dispersion compensation fibers where bending loss
has limited many designs from practical use. In certain appli-
cations such as fiber to the home applications, the ability to
form a tight bending diameter is desired with negligible bend-
ing loss. Many of the proposed solutions for this problem
involve significant modification of the fiber refractive index
profile.

SUMMARY

According to one embodiment shown and described herein
a multimode optical fiber having a graded index core with a
core radius, R, and a maximum relative refractive index,
A, z4% at a wavelength Ao, an inner clad region surrounding
the core and having a radial thickness, T,, and a minimum
relative refractive index, A,,,, of about 0.0% at a wave-
length of o, and an outer clad layer, which is doped with
chlorine at greater than or equal to 0.5 weight %, surrounding
the inner clad region and having a radial thickness, T, and a
maximum relative refractive index, A;,,,+, at wavelength of
ho. The optical fiber satisfies the following relationship:
AL riZ D n Moy, and the optical fiber exhibits an over-
filled bandwidth of greater than or equal to about 1.5 GHz-km
at wavelength of Ao.

According to another embodiment shown and described
herein is a multimode optical fiber having a graded index core
with a core radius, R, and a maximum relative refractive
index, A, .+, at wavelength of 850 nm, an inner clad region
surrounding the core and having a radial thickness T,, and a
minimum relative refractive index, A,, . of about 0.0% at
wavelength of 850 nm, and an outer clad layer, which is doped
with chlorine at greater than 0.5 weight percent, surrounding
the inner clad region and having a radius, R, and a maximum
relative refractive index, A;,,,+, of greater than or equal to
about 0.05% to less than or equal to about 0.25% at wave-
length of 850 nm. The optical fiber satisfies the following
relationship: A, .+>Asprix>Aosmn- Further, R, is from
greater than or equal to about 20 microns to less than or equal
to about 30 microns, T, is greater than or equal to about 10
microns, the inner clad region is an extension of the core, and
the optical fiber exhibits an overfilled bandwidth of greater
than or equal to about 1.5 GHz-km at a wavelength of 850 nm.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

Additional features and advantages of embodiments will
be set forth in the detailed description which follows, and in
part will be readily apparent to those skilled in the art from
that description or recognized by practicing embodiments as
described herein, including the detailed description which
follows, the claims, as well as the appended drawings.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description present
embodiments, and are intended to provide an overview or
framework for understanding the nature and character of
embodiments as they are claimed. The accompanying draw-
ings are included to provide a further understanding of
embodiments, and are incorporated into and constitute a part
of'this specification. The drawings illustrate various embodi-
ments, and together with the description serve to explain the
principles and operations of embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a schematic cross sectional view of an optical fiber
according to one or more embodiments shown and described
herein;

FIG. 2 graphically depicts a relative refractive index profile
of an optical fiber according to one embodiment shown and
described herein;

FIG. 3 graphically depicts a relative refractive index profile
of an optical fiber according to another embodiment shown
and described herein;

FIG. 4 graphically depicts a relative refractive index profile
of an optical fiber according to another embodiment shown
and described herein; and

FIG. 5 graphically depicts bandwidth of optical fibers hav-
ing relative refractive index profiles according to embodi-
ments shown and described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The “refractive index profile,” as used herein, is the rela-
tionship between refractive index or relative refractive index
and waveguide fiber radius.

“Relative refractive index,” as used herein, is defined as:

2 2
ny—n
A;%:lOOx(‘—Z"’f)

i

where n, is the maximum refractive index in region i, unless
otherwise specified, and n,,is the refractive index of pure
silica glass, unless otherwise specified. Accordingly, as used
herein, the relative refractive index percent is relative to pure
silica glass.

It should be understood that the phrase “pure silica glass,”
as used herein, means that the region or layer of optical fiber
comprising “pure silica glass” does not contain material, such
as dopants and/or other trace materials, in an amount which
would significantly alter the refractive index of the silica glass
region or portion. However, small amounts of dopants (e.g.,
chlorine and/or fluorine in an amount less than 1500 ppm of
each) may be present in the region or portion that is otherwise
“pure silica.”

More specifically, asused herein, A ,,, - refers to the maxi-
mum relative refractive index of a core of the optical fiber,
A,y refers to the minimum relative refractive index of an
inner clad region of the optical fiber and A, refers to the
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maximum relative refractive index of an outer clad layer of
the optical fiber. The relative refractive indexes are given in
percentages.

The term “c-profile” or “alpha profile,” as used herein,
refers to a relative refractive index profile, expressed in terms
of A which is in units of ““%”, where r is the radius and which
follows the equation,

st (]

where A, ,,,....1s the maximum relative refractive index, R | is
the radius of the core, r is in the range r,sr=r, A is as defined
above, 1 is the initial point of the a-profile, r,is the final point
of'the a-profile, and o is an exponent which is a real number.
For a step index profile, the alpha value is greater than or equal
to 10. For a graded index profile, the alpha value is less than
10. The term “parabolic,” as used herein, includes substan-
tially parabolic shaped refractive index profiles which may
vary slightly from an o value of 2.0 at one or more points in
the core, as well as profiles with minor variations and/or a
centerline dip.

The bend resistance or bend performance of an optical fiber
may be measured by the induced attenuation of light propa-
gating through the fiber under prescribed test conditions. As
used herein, the 15 and 30 mm macrobend tests for measuring
the bend performance of an optical fiber consist of wrapping
the fiber 2 times around a 15 and 30 mm mandrel, respec-
tively, and calculating the induced attenuation (i.e. the
increase in attenuation) caused by wrapping the fiber around
the mandrel.

Unless otherwise specified herein, measurements of the
properties of the optical fiber are taken at a wavelength, A, of
850 nm.

FIG. 1 schematically shows a cross section of an optical
fiber according to one or more embodiments shown and
described herein. Embodiments of optical fibers described
herein generally comprise a glass portion comprising a core
and an inner clad region disposed on the core. In some
embodiments, the inner clad region is an extension of the
core. In other embodiments, the inner clad region is a distinct
layer from the core. In embodiments, the inner clad region is
surrounded by an outer clad layer. The structure and compo-
sition of the optical fibers as well as the properties of the
optical fibers will be described and discussed in more detail
herein.

Referring to FIG. 1, a cross section of an optical fiber and
the corresponding refractive index profile for the optical fiber
are shown according to embodiments described herein. The
optical fiber generally comprises a glass core 102, an inner
clad region 104 may surround the core 102, and an outer clad
layer 106 may surround the inner clad region 104. In embodi-
ments, the core 102, the inner clad region 104, and the outer
clad layer 106 generally comprise silica, specifically silica-
based glass. The core 102 and the outer clad layer 106 may
comprise up dopants, as described in more detail herein
below. The cross section of the optical fiber 100 may be
generally circular-symmetric with respect to the center of the
core 102 and the core 102 may have a radius R,. The inner
clad region 104 may surround the core 102 and extend from
the radius R, to the radius R, such that the inner clad region
has a radial thickness T,=R,-R,. The outer clad layer 106
may surround the inner clad region 104 and extend from the
radius R, to the radius R; (R is the outer radius of the glass
optical fiber) such that the outer clad layer has a radial thick-
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ness T;=R;-R,. Accordingly, the optical fiber (e.g., the core
102, inner clad region 104 and outer clad layer 106) may have
an outer diameter 2R ;.

As described herein, the core 102 of the optical fiber 100
has aradius R, . In embodiments, the optical fiber 100 may be
a multi-mode optical fiber. Accordingly, in some embodi-
ments, the radius R; may be from greater than or equal to
about 20 microns to less than or equal to about 30 microns,
such as from greater than or equal to about 22 microns to less
than or equal to about 28 microns. In other embodiments, the
radius R; may be from greater than or equal to about 25
microns to less than or equal to about 27 microns. However, it
will be understood that the core 102 may have different
dimensions to facilitate various other multi-mode embodi-
ments.

In some embodiments, the core 102 comprises silica glass
(Si0,) and one or more index of refraction raising dopants
(referred to hereinafter as “up dopants™) such as, for example,
GeO,, Al,O;, P,Os, TiO,, ZrO,, Nb,O5 and/or Ta,05. In
some embodiments, the core 102 is up-doped with GeO,. For
example, in embodiments, the core is up-doped with from
greater than or equal to about 14.0 weight % to less than or
equal to about 25.5 weight % GeO,. Accordingly, in embodi-
ments, the core 102 may comprise from greater than or equal
to about 16.0 weight % to less than or equal to about 23.5
weight % GeO,, or from greater than or equal to about 18.0
weight % to less than or equal to about 21.5 weight % GeO,.
Accordingly, when the core 102 is up-doped with an up
dopant, such as, for example GeO,, as described herein, the
maximum relative refractive index A, , ., -of the core 102 may
be from greater than or equal to about 0.80% to less than or
equal to about 1.40%, such as from greater than or equal to
about 0.9% to less than or equal to about 1.30%. In other
embodiments, the maximum relative refractive index A+
of the core 102 may be from greater than or equal to about
1.00% to less than or equal to about 1.25%. In the exemplary
refractive index profile of the optical fiber 100 shown in FIGS.
2-4, the core 102 is up-doped such that the refractive index of
the core is greater than the refractive index of pure silica glass
(n,,).

As described above, the clad 102 has an alpha profile that
describes the profile of the core 102, such as the profile shown
in the refractive index profile of, for example, FIGS. 2-4. In
embodiments, o may be from greater than or equal to about
1.95 to less than or equal to about 2.20, such as from greater
than or equal to about 2.00 to less than or equal to about 2.15.
In some embodiments, c. may be about 2.12. When measured
utilizing light having a wavelength of about 1060 nm, o of the
core may be about 2.06, and when measured utilizing light
having a wavelength of about 1300 nm, a of the core may be
about 2.02.

As described herein, the inner clad region 104 has a radial
thickness T,=R,-R;. The radial thickness T, of the of the
inner clad region 104 may depend on the desired dimensions
of'the core 102 and the desired dimensions and bend proper-
ties of the glass portion of the optical fiber 100 (discussed
further herein). In embodiments, the inner clad region may
have a radial thickness of greater than or equal to about 7.0
microns, such as greater than or equal to about 9.0 microns. In
other embodiments, the inner clad region may have a radial
thickness of greater than or equal to about 10.0 microns, such
as greater than or equal to about 12.0 microns. In embodi-
ments, the inner clad region may have a radial thickness of
less than or equal to about 30.0 microns, such as less than or
equal to about 25.0 microns.

According to embodiments, the inner clad region 104 may
comprise pure silica glass (SiO,), which has a minimum
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refractive index, A, ., 0f about 0.0%. Accordingly, the inner
clad region is essentially free of dopants, such as, for
example, fluorine. For example, in one embodiment, the inner
clad region is pure silica glass as shown in the exemplary
refractive index profiles depicted in FIGS. 2-4. In embodi-
ments, the composition of the inner clad region 104 and the
composition of the core 102 may be such that the difference
between A, and A,, ., may be greater than or equal to
about 0.9%, such as greater than or equal to about 0.95%. In
some embodiments, the difference between A, ., vand A, ,
may be less than or equal to about 1.40%, such as less than or
equal to about 1.30%.

In embodiments, the radial thickness of the inner clad
region 104 may be interrelated with the value of A, ., . More
specifically, the inner clad region 104 may have a volume
profile V, such that:

2
Vp = Zf Asyax (P dr,
"

which may be rewritten as:

VomAsapax(ra’=117)-

The volume index V, of the inner clad region 104 (also
referred to herein as moat volume) is from greater than or
equal to about 60.0%-microns? to less than or equal to about
220%-microns>, such as from greater than or equal to about
90.0%-microns> to less than or equal to about 190.0%
microns®. In other embodiments, the volume index V,, of the
inner clad region 104 is from greater than or equal to about
120.0%-microns? to less than or equal to about 160.0%-mi-
crons?, such as from greater than or equal to about 140.0%-
microns? to less than or equal to about 150.0%-microns>.

According to embodiments, the outer clad layer 106 has a
radial thickness T;=R;-R,. In embodiments, the radial thick-
ness T, of the outer clad layer 106 may be greater than or
equal to about 12.5 microns, such as greater than or equal to
about 17.5 microns. In other embodiments, the radial thick-
ness T, of the outer clad layer 106 may be greater than or
equal to about 22.5 microns, such as greater than or equal to
about 27.5 microns. In embodiments, the radial thickness T
of'the outer clad layer 106 may be less than or equal to about
32.5 microns.

In embodiments, the outer clad layer 106 comprises silica
glass up-doped with chlorine. For example, the outer clad
layer 106 may comprise from greater than or equal to about
0.5 weight % chlorine, such as from greater than or equal to
about 0.5 weight % to less than or equal to about 2.5 weight %
chlorine. In some embodiments, the outer clad layer 106 may
comprise from greater than or equal to about 0.7 weight % to
less than or equal to about 2.0 weight % chlorine, such as from
greater than or equal to about 1.0 weight % to less than or
equal to about 1.8 weight % chlorine. In embodiments, the
outer clad layer 106 may be up-doped with chlorine such that
the maximum relative refractive index (A;,,,+) of the outer
clad layer 106 relative to pure silica glass is greater than or
equal to about 0.05% to less than or equal to about 0.25%,
such as from greater than or equal to about 0.07% to less than
orequal to about 0.20%. In some embodiments, the outer clad
layer 106 may be up-doped with chlorine such that the maxi-
mum relative refractive index (A,,,, ;) of the outer clad layer
106 relative to pure silica glass is greater than or equal to
about 0.10% to less than or equal to about 0.18%.

As described hereinabove, according to embodiments, the
relative refractive indexes of the core 102, the inner clad
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6

portion 104, and the outer clad layer 106 satisfy the following
relationship: A, Az > Ao

The relative refractive indexes described above for each of
the core 102, the inner clad region 104, and the outer clad
layer 106 may be measured at a wavelength A,. In embodi-
ments, A, may be from greater than or equal to about 800 nm
to less than or equal to about 1600 nm, such as from greater
than or equal to about 840 nm to less than or equal to about
860 nm. In other embodiments, A, may be from greater than
or equal to about 960 nm to less than or equal to about 1000
nm, or from greater than or equal to about 1040 nm to less
than or equal to about 1080 nm. In yet other embodiments, A,
may be from greater than or equal to about 1260 nm to less
than or equal to about 1340 nm. In some other embodiments,
may be about 850 nm.

Optical fibers of embodiments disclosed herein, exhibit
overfilled bandwidth of greater than or equal to about 1.5
GHz-km at A,. In some embodiments, the optical fiber exhib-
its an overfilled bandwidth that is greater than or equal to
about 2.5 GHz-km at a wavelength of 4, such as greater than
or equal to about 5.0 GHz-km at a wavelength of A. In yet
other embodiments, the optical fiber exhibits an overfilled
bandwidth of greater than or equal to about 6.5 GHz-km at a
wavelength of A, such as greater than or equal to about 7.5
GHz-km at a wavelength of A,. The overfilled bandwidth is
measured according to FOTP-204 using an overfilled launch,
and is as described above.

According to embodiments, the optical fiber has a bend
loss at 850 nm of less than or equal to about 0.2 dB when
wound two turns around a mandrel having a diameter of about
15 mm, such as less than or equal to about 0.1 dB when wound
two turns around a mandrel having a diameter of about 15
mm. In some embodiments, the optical fiber has a bend loss at
850 nm of less than or equal to about 0.05 dB when wound
two turns around a mandrel having a diameter of about 30
mm.

In some embodiments, the optical fiber has a numerical
aperture (NA) greater than or equal to about 0.15, such as
greater than or equal to about 0.20. In other embodiments, the
optical fiber has a numerical aperture greater than or equal to
about 0.25, such as greater than or equal to about 0.30. In still
other embodiments, the optical fiber has a numerical aperture
greater than 0.185 and less than 0.215. The numerical aper-
ture is defined and measured in accordance with IEC 60793-
1-43 (IEC 60793-1-43, Optical fibers. Part 1-43: Measure-
ment methods and test procedures. Numerical aperture).

In certain embodiments, the core 102, inner clad region
104, and outer clad layer 106 of the optical fiber 100 may be
formed by an outside-vapor-deposition (OVD) process. The
OVD process is a way of making optical fiber through reac-
tions from the desired vapor ingredients (including silica and
the other desired up dopant precursors) via a hydrolysis pro-
cess in a CH,+0O, flame to form soot-particles. The soot-
particles are then collected by thermopheretic means onto
either a bait rod (for making a core soot-preform) or a glass
core cane or rod (for making overclad soot-preform). The
soot-preform is subsequently dried and densified into solid
transparent glass in a high temperature furnace (after the bait
rod is removed from the core preform), a process commonly
referred to as consolidation. The desired core and cladding
compositions are achieved by utilizing different amounts of
various vapor-phase ingredients for each of the layers in the
soot preform fabrication process. For example, the core/inner
clad/clad perform may be generated first, then consolidated,
and the final (consolidated) preform drawn into the optical
fiber 100 by known fiber-drawing methods.
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More specifically, vapor-precursor-materials that may be
used to make the portion of the soot preform associated with
the fiber core are, for example, SiCl,, GeCl,, AICl;, TiCl,, or
POCI;. As described herein, the core may comprise GeO,

doped silica glass. After the up-doped SiO, soot is consoli- 3

dated into the core preform, soot of pure SiO, may be depos-
ited on the core preform to form a soot preform of the inner
clad region of the optical fiber, which is thereafter consoli-
dated to fully densified glass. The consolidated preform is
then may be placed and heated in an air, nitrogen or argon
purged furnace at about 800-1200° C. to outgas the helium
dissolved in the glass, and then optionally placed into another
furnace and redrawn into one or multiple canes (also referred

to as core canes) having a parabolic refractive index doped 15

core surrounded by a silica cladding, that is core canes having
a core/inner cladding.

10

8

100 may be applied to improve the bend performance of
conventional fibers or enable new specialty fibers. In addition,
using an inner clad region of pure silica, which is essentially
free of fluorine, in combination with an outer clad layer that is
up-doped with chlorine allows the fiber to be formed in a
two-step process, which reduces production costs, production
time, and hazards when compared to an optical fiber that has
an inner clad region doped with down dopant, such as fluo-
rine.

EXAMPLES

Embodiments will be further clarified by the following
examples.

Models of optical fibers are prepared having the parameters
indicated in Table 1 below:

TABLE 1

Parameter

Example 1 Example 2 Example 3 Example4 Example5 Example 6

Al (%)

R, (micron)
Core Alpha

R, (micron)

A2 (%)

R; (micron)

A3 (%)

A3 updopant
Moat volume, %-
microns?

Numerical Aperture

Modeled OFL BW
at 850 nm (MHz-
km)

Modeled MinEMBC

at 850 nm (MHz-
km)

Bend loss at 850 nm,

db/turn on a
1 x 15 mm mandrel

Bend loss at 850 nm,

db/turn on a
1 x 30 mm mandrel

0.977 0.977 1.077 0.977 0.977 1.270
24.0 24.0 29.0 24.0 24.0 29.0
2.11 2.11 2.05 2.11 2.11 2.05
35 40 40 35 38 38
0 0 0 0 0 0
62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 62.5
0.15 0.10 0.15 0.20 0.20 0.20
Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl Cl
974 102.4 113.9 129.8 173.6 120.6
0.21 0.21 0.22 0.2 0.2 0.25
10420 10420 12354 10635 10635 16865
2900 2900 1504 2793 2793 1396
0.07 0.05 0.03 0.04 0.025 0.025
0.04 0.03 0.015 0.025 0.012 0.012

After the core/inner clad preform or core canes are formed,
Si0, is deposited on the consolidated core/inner cladding
preform/core cane to form a soot preform of the outer clad
layer portion and is sometimes referred to as an overclad soot
preform. The soot preform according to this embodiment may
be consolidated in a furnace. The exemplary silica soot pre-
form may be first dried at around 850° C.-1200° C. for45-120
minutes in a furnace comprising chlorine and optionally

helium. The preform is then heated to 1100 to about 1500° C. 0

for chlorine doping and sintering to fully densified glass with
either Cl, and/or SiCl, as the chlorine source dopant. After the
drying, chlorine doping consolidation processes, the fully
densified preform is cooled down and/or heated in an air,

nitrogen or argon purged furnace at about 800-1200° C. to 55

outgas the helium dissolved in the glass, thus making a glass
optical preform having a parabolic refractive index core, a
silica inner cladding and a chlorine updoped outer cladding.
The preform is then taken to fiber draw. Thus by this process

a high bandwidth multimode optical preform having a inner 60

clad moat (by virtue of updoping the overclad with chlorine)
is made in two soot deposition/consolidation steps and is
much lower cost in manufacturing instead of an optical pre-
form made three steps (core, then index depressed inner clad

with for example fluorine doping, then overclad with silica). 65

The optical fiber 100 comprising an outer clad layer 106
disposed as the outermost glass portion of the optical fiber

Table 1 and FIGS. 2-4 show relative refractive index pro-
files for optical fibers according to embodiments disclosed
herein. FIGS. 2-4 show relative refractive index profiles
where A, 1s between 0.9 and 1.3%, A,, - 1s 0.0%, and
Asprax 18 from about 0.1 to 0.2% and comprises chlorine-
doped silica having a chlorine concentration of about 1 to 2
weight percent. In the profiles R, is about 24 to 29 microns, T,
is between about 10 to 15 microns, and T is between about 22
to 30 microns (the outer radius of the optical fibers (R;) is
about 62.5 microns with only 40 microns shown in FIGS.
2-4). The optical properties of the modeled fibers are shown in
Table 2 below.

TABLE 2
Exam- Exam- Exam-

Mode plel ple 2 ple3 Example4 Example5 Example 6
Group delay, ns/km

MG1 0.2003 0.2003 0.1164  0.2015 0.2015 0.1236
MG2 0.1957 0.1957 0.1819  0.1971 0.1971 0.1930
MG3 0.2077 0.2077 0.2340  0.2097 0.2097 0.2479
MG4 0.1808 0.1808 0.2737  0.1829 0.1829 0.2897
MGS5 0.2003  0.2003 0.3060  0.2028 0.2028 0.3235
MG6 0.1632 0.1632 0.3322  0.1659 0.1659 0.3508
MG7 0.1791 0.1791 0.3536  0.1819 0.1819 0.3730
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TABLE 2-continued
Exam- Exam- Exam-

Mode plel ple 2 ple3 Example 4 Example5 Example 6
Group delay, ns/km

MG8 0.1785 0.1785 0.3712 0.1816  0.1816 0.3911
MG9Y 0.1777 0.1777 0.3853 0.1809  0.1809 0.4055
MG10 0.1850  0.1850 0.3967 0.1885  0.1885 0.4169
MG11 0.1835 0.1835 0.4055 0.1872  0.1872 0.4256
MG12 0.1472  0.1472 04122 0.1511 0.1511 0.4320
MG13 0.0575  0.0575 04167 0.0618  0.0618 0.4362
MG14  -0.1085 -0.1082 04191 -39.7327 0.4386
MG15  -0.5036 -0.4977 04184 -39.7303 0.4391
MG16 04116 0.4378
MG17 0.3888 0.4342
MG18 0.3220 0.4266

FIG. 5 illustrates the calculated effective bandwidth for
each default source defined in IEC60793-2-10 (IEC60793-2-
10, Optical fibers. Part 2-10: Product specifications-Sectional
specification for category Al multimode fibers). The models
are based on a standard multi-mode glass optical fiber, such as
Corning® ClearCurve® multimode fiber manufactured by
Corning, Inc., with cores 102 having radii as shown in FIGS.
2-4 and maximum relative refractive indexes AIMAX rela-
tive to pure silica glass as shown in FIGS. 2-4. The outer clad
layers 106 have radial thicknesses as shown in FIGS. 2-4. The
radial thicknesses of the inner clad regions 104 are as shown
in FIGS. 2-4. Accordingly, by varying AIMAX and the radial
thickness of the inner clad region T2, the bandwidth of optical
fibers having profiles as shown in FIGS. 2-4.

Further, as shown in the data depicted in FIG. 5, position-
ing the outer clad layer 106 further from the core 102 of the
optical fiber 100 (e.g., as the radial thickness of the inner clad
region 104 increases),

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made to the embodiments
described herein without departing from the spirit and scope
of the claimed subject matter. Thus it is intended that the
specification cover the modifications and variations of the
various embodiments described herein provided such modi-
fication and variations come within the scope of the appended
claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:
1. An optical fiber comprising:
a multimode core having a radius, R;, and a maximum
relative refractive index, A, ,,,+, at a wavelength A;
an inner clad region surrounding the multimode core and
having a radial thickness, T,, and a minimum relative
refractive index, A, , ;», 0f about 0.0% at a wavelength of
Ao; and
an outer clad layer, which is doped with chlorine at greater
than or equal to 0.5 weight %, surrounding the inner clad
region and having a radial thickness, T, and a maximum
relative refractive index, A;,,, +, at a wavelength of A,
wherein
A rraxBangaxBongy: and
the optical fiber exhibits an overfilled bandwidth of greater
than or equal to about 1.5 GHz-km ata wavelength of A,.
2. The optical fiber of claim 1 wherein A, is between 800 to
1600 nm.
3. The optical fiber of claim 1 wherein A, is between 840 to
860 nm.
4. The optical fiber of claim 1 wherein A, is between 960 to
1000 nm.
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5. The optical fiber of claim 1 wherein A, is between 1040
to 1080 nm.

6. The optical fiber of claim 1 wherein A, is between 1260
to 1340 nm.

7. The optical fiber of claim 1 where the inner clad region
is essentially free of fluorine.

8. The optical fiber of claim 1, wherein the outer clad layer
comprises from greater than or equal to about 0.5 weight %
chlorine to less than or equal to about 2.5 weight % chlorine.

9. The optical fiber of claim 1, wherein the overfilled band-
width of the optical fiber is greater than or equal to about 2.5
GHz-km at a wavelength of A,

10. The optical fiber of claim 1, wherein the overfilled
bandwidth of the optical fiber is greater than or equal to about
5 GHz-km at a wavelength of A,,.

11. The optical fiber of claim 1, wherein R, is from greater
than or equal to about 20 microns to less than or equal to about
30 microns.

12. The optical fiber of claim 1, wherein A, ,,, is from
greater than or equal to about 0.9% to less than or equal to
about 1.4%.

13. The optical fiber of claim 1, wherein A;,,,, is from
greater than or equal to about 0.05% to less than or equal to
about 0.25%.

14. The optical fiber of claim 1, wherein the optical fiber
has abend loss at 850 nm of less than or equal to about 0.2 dB
when wound two turns on a mandrel having a diameter of
about 15 mm.

15. The optical fiber of claim 1, wherein the optical fiber
has an inner clad region volume of greater than or equal to
about 60%-microns” to less than or equal to about 220%-
microns>.

16. The optical fiber of claim 1, wherein T, is greater than
or equal to about 10 microns.

17. The optical fiber of claim 1, wherein T, is greater than
or equal to about 12 microns.

18. An optical fiber comprising:

a multimode core having a radius, R,, and a maximum
relative refractive index, A, ,,,+, at a wavelength of 850
nm;

an inner clad region surrounding the multimode core and
having a radial thickness, T,, and a minimum relative
refractive index, A, 0f about 0.0% at a wavelength of
850 nm; and

an outer clad layer, which is doped with chlorine at greater
than 0.5 weight percent, surrounding the inner clad
region and having a radial thickness, T, and a maximum
relative refractive index, A;,,,+, of greater than or equal
to about 0.05% to less than or equal to about 0.25% at a
wavelength of 850 nm, wherein

A araxBanrax™ Do

R, is from greater than or equal to about 20 microns to less
than or equal to about 30 microns,

T, is greater than or equal to about 10 microns,

the inner clad region is an extension of the multimode core,
and

the optical fiber exhibits an overfilled bandwidth of greater
than or equal to about 1.5 GHz-km at a wavelength of
850 nm.

19. The optical fiber of claim 18, wherein T, is greater than

or equal to about 12 microns.

20. The optical fiber of claim 18, wherein the inner clad
region is essentially free of fluorine.
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